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Atholton High School Drama Boosters
Minutes

02/11/08
Present:

Becky Bushong

Lauren Nam
Laurie Diener


Jeffri Pierre

Robyn Gold


Nathan Rosen

Josie Griffin


Holly Schotz

Becky Joyner


Anne Anderson-Sawyer

Sarah Joyner

Mike Lasser

Randi Miller

Co-President Robyn Gold called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  

Josie Griffin made a motion to accept the minutes from the previous meeting of 01/07/08.   This motion was seconded by Anne Anderson-Sawyer and approved by all present.

I.
Seussical the Musical
A. Read Across America Day.  Laurie Diener reported a very favorable response among Howard County schools for the Read Across America Day project.  At present nine schools have agreed to  participate.  In addition to student drivers who may be limited by time constraints there is a need for parents to assist in driving responsibilities.  Laurie has created a sign-up board organized by school so that interested students in the Seussical cast can volunteer to read a Dr. Seuss book of their choice to elementary school students.  The program is slated to take place on March 3rd after school.
B.
Concessions.    Josie Griffin is coordinating lobby sales for Seussical.  After an initial discussion of how many tables would be needed Josie indicated that she will draft an email for general dissemination among the boosters community to elicit assistance from parent volunteers to help sell the following items: concessions, Oscar statuettes, spirit wear, candy bars and cat in the hat hats.  A flyer to advertise the flower sale will also be available for distribution at the Seussical performances.
C.
Ticket Sales.  Randi Miller is coordinating ticket sales for Seussical.  She will recruit volunteers to sell tickets at AHS prior to and during the performances.  She will also assist in finding volunteers to hand out programs.  Randi reported that printed tickets will be available shortly.  Senior citizens will be able to purchase tickets at a substantial discount.  The ticket prices are:  $6.00 in advance, $8.00 (students) and $10.00 at the door.  Group ticket rates will also be offered.

II.
Staff Report.  Mr. Rosen showed the group his new computer, purchased by the drama boosters.  He also reported on recent and current drama department activities, such as 8th grade orientation, the Maryland High School Theater Festival and the upcoming Folger Shakespeare Festival.  Mr. Rosen reminded parents of upcoming spring performance programs (One Night Only, student produced plays) and Seussical-related deadlines for submission of cast bios, t-shirts, make-up, costumes and props.



The preview will take place on Wednesday, March 5th.  The understudy performance of Seussical will be on Friday, March 7th.  


The Cappies Gala is scheduled for June 1st.  This will cause a conflict with many seniors as it coincides with senior week activities.  Stay tuned for further developments.

III. Treasurer’s Report.  Jeffri Pierre reported that the bank signature cards have been updated.  Jeffri has not yet received a current bank balance as it has not yet arrived at AHS.  However, Jeffri projects a bank balance of approximately $1,730.00 after current payment obligations are met.
IV. Other Seussical Items

A. Publicity.   Mike Lasser reported that press releases had been sent to the usual outlets.  Posters will be available shortly for distribution.  Mike will use the existing list as a guide for poster placement – additionally the boosters will work on posting them at the schools participating in the Read Across America Day school program.  Flyer-size versions of the poster will also be available for distribution on an as-needed basis.  Other promotional efforts include an appearance by Dustin Merrell and Danny Romeo at the upcoming Green Eggs and Ham breakfast at Kahler Hall.
B. 
Gift Basket.  Cathy Romeo reported that she is acquiring items for the Seussical raffle basket.  Raffle tickets will be $1.00 each and $5.00 for six.
C.
Cast Meals. Lauren Nam provided a report on the cast meal schedule and planning for performance week.  After an extended discussion of the details involved, Cathy Romeo made a motion to revise the existing meals schedule to include the following: Monday and Tuesday dinner (potluck), Wednesday lunch (pizza and drinks) and Sunday (cake, pizza and drinks).  Robyn Gold seconded.  It was further agreed upon that an email would be sent to parents soliciting a $5.00 per child donation for the Wednesday meal. Becky Bushong volunteered to collect this money 

after it is delivered to the drama department and will transmit any funds collected in a timely fashion to Lauren Nam.  The Drama Department will pay for the full cast party on Sunday.    After further discussion it was agreed by all present that the drama department needs to institute an activity fee next year to cover these expenses.
D. Spirit Wear.  Holly Schotz showed the group the AHS Drama mugs.  They will sell for $10.00 apiece.  Holly will send a final email to the boosters’ community to elicit interest in spirit wear sale in order to place an order for lobby sales for Seussical based on this advance interest.

E. Photography.  Greg Land will take the cast group photo at the Tuesday dress rehearsal, with insets of individual cast members also available.  Holly Schotz will pursue the possibility of additional small group shots, either in conjunction with the Tuesday dress rehearsal or the Wednesday matinee.  Videotaping of the performance will be prohibited.
V. New York Trip.  There are two tickets remaining for Sunday in the Park with George.  There are also 18 seats left on the bus for $55.00 each.  The price of the play and bus combined is $140.00

There being no additional business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  The next boosters meeting will take place on Monday, March 10th at 7:00 p.m.

[NOTE.  The meeting was later rescheduled for Wednesday, April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.]

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Bushong

Secretary, AHS Drama Boosters


